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Please find below and or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



Office Action Summary 



Application No. 

09/805,252 



Examiner 

Gordon J Stock 



Applicant(s) 

KONDO, NAOTO 



Art Unit 

2877 



-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if limely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 704(b). 

Status 

1)0 Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 



2a)0 This action is FINAL. 2b)0 This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except fnr formal matters, prosecution 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1 935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 21 3. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) 0 Claim(s) 1-11 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 0 Claim(s) 1-11 is/are rejected. 

7) 0 Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)0 The drawing(s) filed on 14 March 2001 is/are: a)Q accepted or b)0 objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 85(a). 
1 1 )□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)0 approved b)0 disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action 

12) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

13) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim forforeign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)0AII b)0 Some*c)0 None of: 

1.0 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.0 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3.0 Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 



'^o..._ Acknowledgment is made or a claim toi domestic priority under 35 U S C §§ 120 and or 121 

Attachrnent(s) 

• r71 - r , * p.,',.-.-..- ..... •- - - 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Drawings 



I. Figures 10, 1 la, 1 lb, 12a, 12b, and 13 should be designated by a legend such as -Prior 
Art-- because only that which is old is illustrated See MPEP § 608.02(g). A proposed drawing 
correction or corrected drawings are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment 



2. The lengthy specification has not been checked to the extent necessary to determine the 
presence of all possible minor errors. Applicant's cooperation is requested in correcting any 
errors of which applicant may become aware in the specification. 

3. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: the phrase, "lens 
system 4," on line 16 of page 32 should read -lens system 34-. 

Appropriate correction is required. 



5. Claim 1-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 



of the application. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abevance. 



Specification 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 



4 



The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 3 5 U.S.C. ! 12 




replete with grammatical and idiomatic errors 
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7. Claim 3 recites the limitation "said street lines " There is insufficient antecedent basis 
for this limitation in the claim. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

8 Claims 1-1 1 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the rejection(s) 
under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, set forth in this Office action. 

As to claim 1, the prior art of record, taken alone or in combination, fails to disclose or 
render obvious in an alignment apparatus the particular region of said street line that the 
detection light of the focus detection system irradiates, in combination with the rest of the 
limitations of claims 1-6. 

As to claim 7, the prior art of record, taken alone or in combination, fails to disclose or 
render obvious in an alignment method the particular region of said street line that the detection 
light of the focus detection system irradiates, in combination with the rest of the limitations of 
claims 7-11. 

Conclusion 

9 The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure: 

U S Patent 4,585,337 to Phillips 

U.S. Patent 5,408,083 to Hirukawa et al. 

U.S. Patent 5,783,833 to Sugaya et al 



discussion mth a phone interview, then the tax should 
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1 ) Contain either a statement "DRAFT" or "PROPOSED AMENDMENT" on the fax 
cover sheet; and 

2) Should be unsigned by the attorney or agent. 

This will ensure that it will not be entered into the case and will be forwarded to the examiner as 
quickly as possible. 

Papers related to the application may be submitted to Gr oun 2^00 by Tax transmission. 
Papers should he faxed to Group 2800 via the Pl() Fax machine located in Crystal Pluzu 4. The 
form of such papers must conform to the notice published in the Official Gazette, 1096 OG 30 
(November 15, 1989). The CP 4 Fax Machine number is: (703) 308-7722 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Gordon J. Stock whose telephone number is (703) 305-4787. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 10:00 a.m. - 6:30 p.m. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding should 
be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0956. 



gs Zandra V. Smith 



February 24, 2003 



Primary Examiner 



Art Unit 2877 



